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REMARKS 



. Claims 1-8 are pending in the instant application. 
Claims 1 and 2 have been amended- Support for these 
amendments is provided in the specification at page 8, lines 
1-14. No new matter is added by this amendment. 
Reconsideration is respectfully requested in light of these 
amendments and the following remarks. 

Rejection of Claims 1-8 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
The Examiner has maintained the rejection of claims 1-8 
as being unpatentable over Forsberg (U.S. Patent No. 
3,879,325) in view of Kitazawa et al. (U.S. Patent No, 
5 r l64,492). Applicants' arguments submitted in the 
response filed August 17, 2005 were not found to be 
persuasive. In particular, the Examiner suggests that the 
only difference between the prior art and the present 
application is that Forsberg uses the aminoplast composition 
including urea formaldehyde as a crosslinking agent. The 
Examiner has acknowledged Forsberg to be silent with respect 
to using boron-containing compound. However, the Examiner 
suggests that Kitazawa et al. teach at col. 10, lines 47-62 
that the hydroxyl groups of the polymers can be crosslinked 
with a crosslinking agent, such as urea-formaldehyde adduct 
and boron trifluoride. Thus, the Examiner suggests that 
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motivated by the expectation of success of curing the resin 
composition, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the boron trifluoride teachings of 
Kitazawa at al. in Forsberg to obtain the invention of 
claims 1-8 because the invention of claims 1-8 does not 
exclude an aminoplast. 

Accordingly, in an earnest effort to advance, the 
prosecution of this case, Applicants have amended claims 1 
and 2 to clarify that the crosslinking agent is selected 
from the group consisting of metal alcoholates, boric acid, 
borate and borate ester. Support for this amendment is 
provided at page 8, lines 1-14 of the instant specification. 

MPEP 2143 states that a basic criteria for a prima 
facie case of obviousness is that the prior art references 
when combined teach or suggest all the claim limitations. 
Since the combination of cited prior art does not teach or 
suggest the claimed crosslinking agents, specifically 
crosslinking agents selected from the group consisting of 
metal alcoholates, boric acid, borate and borate ester, the 
cited combination of references does not render prima facie 
obvious the invention as now claimed. 

Withdrawal of this rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) is 
therefore respectfully requested. 
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Conclusion 

Applicants believe that the foregoing comprises a full 
and complete response to the Office Action of record- 
Accordingly, favorable reconsideration and subsequent 
allowance of the pending claims is earnestly solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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